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Robert Goddard was born in
Massachusetts in 1882. He grew up on a
farm. He wondered how machines and

other things worked.
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Robert read science fiction stories about
people flying into space. Robert wondered if

space travel might be possible someday.
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Robert studied science for many years. He
became a college teacher in 1911. He also
experimented with rockets. Robert tested

different rocket shapes and fuels.
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Robert met Esther Fisk. Robert And Esther
married in 1924. She believed in Robert's

rocket work.
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Solid fuel powered small rocket's until the
early 1900s. Robert made a liquid fuel with
liguid oxygen and gasoline. This fuel made

rockets more powerful.
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Robert launched the first liquid-fuel rocket in
1926. The rocket traveled 60-miles
(97-kilometers) per hour. It traveled 41-feet

(12-meters) into the air.
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Robert worked hard for many years. He made
rockets that were bigger and more powerful. He
tested many rockets. Some rockets worked.

Some rockets did not work.
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Robert wanted his rockets to be useful. He
began to help the U.S. Navy build rockets in
1942.
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Robert Goddard died in 1945. The government
named a space flight center after Robert in
1959. Rocket scientists still use many of Robert's

ideas today.
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